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Press Release 

Tournament nets £500 for Neo-natal care 

A Fylde Coast netball league has raised £500 which will be used to enhance 
care on the Neo-natal Unit at Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 
 
The Fylde Netball League holds several tournaments each year for charity, 
and this time members chose to raise money for Blue Skies Hospitals Fund, 
the charity for Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, to benefit 
the Neo-Natal Unit. 
 
The money was raised during the latest tournament in June, and handed to 
Blue Skies last week. 
 
Tournament Secretary, Vivian Fisher, said: “We are a large league and we try 
to cover the majority of charities – in the past we have raised money for the 
Breast Clinic at the Hospital, Help For Heroes and Streetlife. 
 
“One of our members asked that we consider the Neo-natal Unit, and the 
committee selected it. We know that the unit does a fantastic job for those 
who need it, but it’s one of those places you don’t realise is here until you 
have to use it.” 
 
Lead nurse, Catherine Nash, officially received the money from Fylde Netball 
League on behalf of the unit and Blue Skies Hospitals Fund. 
 
She said: “We know that one in 10 babies are born premature, so when you 
look at a large tournament like Fylde Netball League, it’s likely that two or 
three of those members will have had an experience of Neo-natal care. 
 
“Charitable donations like this one have been used on Neo-natal to help 
enhance the care we offer to preterm babies, or those with complications 
during birth. 
 
“We are currently looking at buying developmental care aids, like special 
nests to represent a mother’s hands to comfort babies when their mothers 
aren’t there, or cot canopies and electric breast pumps. 
 



“We are very grateful for Fylde Netball League for this very generous 
donation.” 
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CAPTION: Lead Neo-natal Nurse, Catherine Nash, (left) receives a 
donation from Fylde Netball League Umpiring Secretary Pauline Samson 
and Tournament Secretary Vivian Fisher, with members of Neo-natal 
staff. 
 
For further information about this Press Release, please call Rebecca 
Ferguson, Deputy Head of Fundraising, on 01253 957903 or email 
rebecca.ferguson@bfwh.nhs.uk. 
 
Find us on: 
 
 www.blueskieshospitalsfund.co.uk  
 
 www.twitter.com/BlueSkiesFund  
 
www.facebook.com/BlueSkiesHospitalsFund 
 


